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in 1236, St. Paul's about 1250, and at York in 1307. The latter
claimed to be a codification of the ancient customs which for
centuries had been observed in the cathedral and the school of York.
As distinguished ecclesiastics and lay noblemen began to found
new schools, it was only natural that they should put into legal
form the regulations for the government of these institutions. This
development reached its maturity in the statutes of Winchester and
Eton.
The Black Death of 1349, followed by other outbreaks in 1361
and 1367, seriously affected every aspect of national life, but no-
where were its results more apparent than amongst the clergy and
in the schools and universities. It put an end, for many years, to
the creation of new colleges and schools. At Cambridge, when
Corpus Christi1 and Clare Colleges were founded to repair the
ravages caused by the Black Death, no other foundation is recorded
for over a century, and the development of the Oxford colleges was
hindered for nearly forty years. The mortality amongst the edu-
cated sections of the population was enormous, so that there was
an insufficiency of clerics to fill posts in the Church and the State.
" It has often been stated that one of the earliest consequences
of the Black Death was the almost complete disappearance of the
French language in schools. The Black Death was probably a
contributory cause, but it must be remembered that for some time
Normans and Saxons had been drawn together in an English nation
and that for more than ten years before the coming of the plague,
England and France had been at war. French had been discarded
in 1362 as the language of the law-courts and of Parliament. John
of Trevisa (1326-1412) informs us that John of Cornwall, the master
of Merton College School, "changed .the learning in grammar
schools and construction of French into English ... so that now
[1385] ... in all the grammar schools of England children leave
French and construe and learn in English, and have thereby advan-
tage on one side and disadvantage on the other. Their advantage
is that they learn their grammar in less time than children were
wont to do. The disadvantage is that now children of the grammar
school know no more French than does their left heel, and that is
harmful if they should pass the sea and travel in strange lands."
1 Corpus Christi College originated from the gild of the same name, whose
headquarters were situated south of St. BeneVs Church. Although it was
officially named the "College of Corpus Christi and the Blessed Virgin Mary,"
for nearly 500 years it was called Bene't College. When the old entrance to
the churchyard was closed in 1827, the college reverted to its official title.